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Synopsis

This historical introduction to Buddhism presents students with an engaging exploration of the
diversity of thoughts and practices of a wide segment of followers of the Buddha. It covers five main

aspects of Buddhism: ritual, devotionalism, doctrine, meditation, practice, and institutional history.
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Willard L. Johnson received his Ph.D. in Religious Studies from the University of Wisconsin in 1973.
He is now a professor emeritus of San Diego State University, where he teaches world religions,
primal religions, shamanism, Asian religions, and religious experience.Thanissaro Bhikkhu
(Geoffrey DeGraff) grew up in rural New York and Virginia, and was later ordained as a monk in
Thailand in 1976. He trained for ten years under Ajaan Fuang Jotiko, a member of the Forest

Tradition, until the latter's death in 1986. After returning to the States to help set up Metta Forest



Monastery in 1991, he was made abbot of the monastery in 1993 and was formally made a
preceptor in 1995. In addition to teaching at the monastery, he teaches regularly with the John
Wayne Dhamma Center in Orange County, and the Barre Center of Buddhist Studies in
Massachusetts. He is the author of The Mind Like Fire Unbound, The Buddhist Monastic Code, and
The Wings to Awakening. He is also translator of a number of Thai meditation guides, including the

complete writings of Ajahn Fuang’s teacher, Ajahn Lee Dhammadharo.

Exactly what | was wanting. Informative.

This is one of the important surveys of Buddhism: origins, doctrine, history. Lots of information, and

all conveyed clearly, reliably, readably. There are newer studies, of which | really can’t speak, but

this one is a classic | use continually for reference.

Great reference

Received in good order.

| ordered this book for a college course | took. It was a good book, a lot on the background of the

Buddhist culture.

It is an excellent text which is required for a correspondance course | am taking on Buddhism which

is taught by a fellow who has degrees from both Oxford and Harvard universities.

Looks the goods ie the real deal: a scholarly introduction to the history of Buddhism. No mistaking

quality. | cannot wait to start reading it and hope it meats my expectations.

| had to buy this for a class in college but | never even had to open it. Yay college!
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